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Criteria
Knowledge and Insight:
Explanation:
The research question is clearly set out and is a significant one that leaves room for the student to make a contribution. The student 
attempts to deliver a comprehensive account of the context in which Russian foreign policy is made and enacted. However, 
evidence of some gaps in the student’s knowledge does creep in as the thesis progresses e.g. possible significance of Kosovo or 
Georgia in constructing discourses. Weaker on going beyond describing the existence of discursive spaces as mentioned with 
regard to Doty (1993) or engaging more deeply with wider literature which has examined the construction of foreign policy 
discourses/narratives in official statements from Russia such as concepts and speeches. A better articulation of method, and 
discussion of the type of discourse analysis ultimately selected for use in the thesis, would have strengthened the work.
Assessment: voldoende Weighing: nvt
Application knowledge and insight:
Explanation:
While the thesis shows an understanding of constructivism and its relevance as well as the usefulness of looking at how discourses 
are built, more could be said about the nature of how and why the author operationalizes it in their own approach. The explanation 
of the methodology is thin and is a major weak point in the thesis. A comprehensive discussion of method in a single place could 
have been provided. Once we get to the empirical chapter, the method becomes implicitly clear. A focus and timeframe is given in 
practice for the analysis that is carried out on the sources chosen, although more could have been said about why these sources in 
particular rather than others. In addition, more could have been done to show Putin’s attempts to construct a narrative through 
these sources. 
Assessment: voldoende Weighing: nvt
Reaching conclusions 
Explanation:
A solid effort is made to link findings from the basic analysis to the wider debates in the literature and the previous discourse 
employed by Putin. The argument that the construction of discourses about U.S. hegemony is used/required to justify Russian 
actions is touched on in the text but does not shine through in the conclusion very well. There is clear evidence that the student can 
deliver a critical analysis but too much of the thesis is descriptive versus analytical. Context is all-important here but a detailed and 
comprehensive account of context is not delivered to make a more thoughtful and convincing argument. Arguments are undermined 
by prefaces like 'it seems' rather than attempts to deliver definitive and decisive conclusions. 
Assessment: voldoende Weighing: nvt
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Communication
Explanation: 
Mostly well-written and readable with accurate referencing. There are some minor errors and in places the quality does slip but 
overall the thesis is good in this respect. There is basic structure: in a better structure the first two substantive chapters would have 
been truncated and resembled less a long literature review, while theory and method could have been combined in a more 
substantive standalone chapter.
Assessment: goed Weighing: nvt
Learning skills
Explanation:
The time taken to complete this thesis was extremely long for a variety of reasons. The author worked on their own initiative and 
then required extensive feedback on later drafts. This was taken on board to the best of their ability. 
Assessment: voldoende Weighing: nvt
Formal requirements
ExplanationFulfilled.
Summary assessment/comments
This thesis demonstrates some reading around an interesting research question, an somewhat basic use of 
methodology, and a rather modest analysis of discourses in official sources on Russian foreign policy. A better 
application of method and more comprehensive analysis would have made for a stronger thesis. 
Final assessment
On 06-06-2017 this thesis is graded with a 6
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